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LIQUIDAMBAR STYRACIFILLUA

Fam. Hamamelidaceae

DESCRIPTION

It can grow up to 25-35 m and
above; its crown is pyramidal
or rounded, depending on age,
and has a diameter of 10 m; in
fact, this tree has an erect and
conical habit in young speci-
mens that tends to expand over
the years. It is very coarse and
withstands winter frosts.

LEAVES

Long, dark-green, petiolate le-
aves with jagged margins and
a palmate shape with 5-7 lo-
bes. The colours of the leaves
in autumn turn from yellow to
orange, red and crimson, ma-
king this plant spectacular.

FRUITS

The witch-hazel produces or-
bicular infructescences up to 4
cm large which contain several
dozen pods. Each pod contains
1 or 2 seeds.The thorny infructe-
scence is initially green and it
becomes woody over time.

BARK

The bark is grey-brown and
deeply furrowed; on the bran-
ches and twigs, it is arranged
in plates and resembles the
skin of an alligator.

HABITAT '
Tree native to North America,
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especially, the South-Eastern ‘%@%&é@\

regions.

DISTRIBUTION

Widespread throughout ltaly, .
both as a roadside tree and in

the avenues of large parks or,
isolated, in small gardens.

FLOWERS

Unisexual flowers, bundled in
separate male and female inflo-
rescences. This plant is monoe-
cious and blooms in May.

ROOTS I

Extended root system that
goes very deep; it can develop
large taproots from the base
of the stem.

INTERESTING FACTS

This species is known for its
balsamic properties and is
widely used in phytothe-
rapy. The bark exudes a va-
luable oleoresin (improperly
referred to as “Storax’, as it
resembles that produced by
plants of the Styracaceae fa-
mily), a viscous liquid similar
to honey though greenish,
with a scent reminiscent of
cinnamon and vanilla, with
an acrid note. After being
properly treated, this resin
— also known as “Benzoin” or
“Liquidambar” — was used as
a drug. In the perfume indu-
stry, Storax is used as a fixati-
ve for volatile perfumes.
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