PANICUM VIRGATUM L. 333
HEAVY METAL

Fam. Poaceae

LEAVES

Glaucous-bluish metallic le-
aves, linear, narrow with a
. pointed apex; in summer they
1 take on purple-violet tones
on the tops.

DESCRIPTION

It has a conspicuous erect

and columnar habit; it is for- &
med by numerous thin and
cylindrical stems, covered

HABITAT

Native to the United States, it
is spontaneously widespread
in tropical regions and in tho-
se with a temperate climate.

DISTRIBUTION

In Italy, it is grown for ornamen-
tal purposes as a houseplant
and in gardens for its highly
decorative blue-silvery foliage.
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i I} The gardens of the Venaria Re-
ale house the variety Panicum
Virgatum ‘Heavy Metal” which
has a particular ornamental
function thanks to the ears
that keep their erect habit also
in winter, supporting the frost
that forms small water crystals
resulting in a spectacular vi- Jf
sual effect.
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FLOWERS

Bundled in showy and well-ra-
mified golden panicle inflore-
scences that persist even in
winter, this type of switchgrass
blooms from August to Sep-
tember (up to October if the
weather is mild).

Robust rhizomatous fascicula-
ted root that holds the plant
firmly anchored to the ground.
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